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SUB J : MSR. THATCHER PAYS A CALL 

SUMMARY: MRS. THATCHER HAD A USEFUL FAMILIARIZATION VISIT TO 
IRAN DURING WHICH SHE COMMENTED ON SUBJECTS AS VARIED AS THE 
MIDDLE EAST, NEUTRON BOMBS AND WOMEN'S LIBERATION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . CONSERVATIVE LEADER MARGARET THATCHER ARRIVED LATE APRIL 28, 
HAD AN AUDIENCE WITH THE SHAH THE FOLLOWING DAY, AND SPOKE TO 
OVER 400 BUSINESSMEN AT A LUNCH ARRANGED BY THE IRANO-BRITISH 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. SAYING SHE HOPED "TO LEAD A GREAT COUNTRY 
SOON" SHE EMPHASIZED HER INTEREST IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS IN 
GENERAL AND SPECIFICALLY HER CONCERN ABOUT THE HORN OF AFRICA, 
WHERE "WE ARE UP AGAINST POWERS WHICH ACCEPT NO LIMITS TO THEIR 
AIM TO DOMINATE OTHER PEOPLES, EITHER DIRECTLY OR BY PROXY OR 
BY SUBVERSION." SHE REFERRED TO CUBAN MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN 
AFRICA AS "DANGEROUS AND ESPECIALLY DISTURBING TO SAUDI ARABIA, 
OMAN AND ALL OUR FRIENDS IN THE PERSIAN GULF." SHE 
DESCRIBED IRAN AS THE STRONGEST POWER IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
AND CHARACTERIZED THE SHAH AS ONE OF THE WORLD S MOST 
FAR-SIGHTED STATESMEN. 
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2. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ON DOMESTIC BRITISH POLITICS, 

MRS. THATCHER SAID THAT SHE DOES NOT BELIEVE A CONSERVATIVE 
GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTIES WITH THE TRADE UNIONS. 
SHE ADDED THAT PEOPLE TEND TO FORGET THE EXCELLENT 
RELATIONS WHICH EXISTED BETWEEN HER PARTY AND THE UNIONS 
DURING THE YEARS 1951-64. 
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3. DURING HER FOUR DAY VISIT MRS. THATCHER MET WITH 
PRIME MINISTER AMOUZEGAR, COURT MINISTER HOVEYDA, NIOC 
CHAIRMAN ANSARY AND WAS GIVEN LUNCH BY PRINCESS ASHRAF. 
SHE SPENT ONE DAY VISITING CULTURAL SITES IN ISFAHAN AND 
SHIRAZ. IN A PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE BRITISH EMBASSY 
PRIOR TO HER DEPARTURE, MRS. THATCHER EMERGED AS A STRONG 
ADVOCATE OF THE NEUTRON BOMB SINCE "THE RUSSIANS ALREADY 
POSSESS MULTIHEADED WEAPONS EVEN MORE DANGEROUS." SHE 
THOUGHT IT WOULD BE A USEFUL BARGAINING CHIP IN THE ON- 
GOING SALT NEGOTIATIONS. MRS. THATCHER ADDED THAT IF 
ELECTED SHE WOULD UNDERTAKE A "DISPASSIONATE ASSESSMENT" 
OF SOVIET AIMS WHICH SHE CHARACTERIZED AS "ALWAYS THE 
SAME. JUST THE MTHODS AND APPROACH CHANGE." 

4. ON A PERSONAL NOTE. MRS. THATCHER CONTENDED THAT SHE 
"NEVER FOUND A NEED FOR WOMEN'S LIBERATION." (THIS IS A 
BELIEF WHICH MIGHT NOT BE SHARED BY HALF OF HER POTENTIAL 
ELECTORATE BACK HOME.) 

5. COMMENT: BRITISH EMBOFF TOLD US VISIT WAS PRIMARILY A 
FAMILIARIZATION TOUR FOR MRS. THATCHER WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY 
VISITED ARAB COUNTRIES BUT NEVER IRAN. THE BRITISH 
BELIEVE VISIT WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL, PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT 

OF HER RECEPTION BY NUMEROUS HIGH-LEVEL GOI OFFICIALS WITH 
WHOM SHE HAD A GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS. 
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